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1. REFTEL PARA 4, DCM CALLED RESPONSIBLE OFFICER (DIRECTOR OF 
STUDIES) AT MOFA 03 AUG TO INQUIRE ABOUT STATUS OPENING REPPES 
TRIAL. REFERRED TO MINISTRY'S 04 JUL NOTE STATING TRIAL COULD 

BE EXPECTED TO BEGIN LATE JULY OR EARLY AUGUST, SAVE FOR DILAT- 
ORY MANEUVERS ON PART REPPAS AND ASSOCIATES. 

2. DIRECTOR OF STUDIES PROMISED MAKE EARLY INQUIRY TO PROCUR- 
EUR GENERAL AND TO REPORT RESULTS ASAP TO EMBASSY. DIRECTOR 
THEN TOOK IN ITIATIVE TO MENTION OTHER MINISTRY NOTE OF 17 JUL IN 
WHICH EMBASSY HAD BEEN ASSURED TMAT CONSOFF COULD ATTEND TRIAL 
SESSIONS SINCE THEY ARE OPEN TO PUBLIC. DCM THEN REMINDED HIM 
THAT SAME NOTE CONTAINED PARAGRAPH POINTING OUT THAT SINCE 
EXAMINING SESSIONS (SEANCES D'lNSTRUCTION) ARE NOT PUBLIC, THIS 
RIGHT TO ATTEND SESSIONS OF TRIAL CANNOT BE EXTENDED TO SUCH 
EXAMINING SESSIONS. DCM EXPRESSED SURPRISE THAT, UNDER SUCH CON- 
DITIONS, NEWSWEEK CORRESPONDENT ANDREW JAFFEE HAD, ACCORDING 
TO HIS OWN REPORT, ATTENDED JUST SUCH EXAMINING SESSION ON AUG- 
UST FIRST. DIRECTOR WAS PERPLEXED TO LEARN OF THIS IRREGULAR 
DEVELOPMENT AND THEN ASKED WHETHER CORRESPONDENT S ARTICLE HAD 
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LEDGE BUT WAS CERTAIN THAT ARTICLE WOULD APPEAR SOON. FYI: JAF- 
FEE TOLD CONSOFF ARTICLE COULD EXPECTED IN ABOUT TWO WEEKS. HE 
ALSO SAID THAT HE HAD SMUGGLED CAMERA TO REPPAS IN PRISON AND 
THAT LATTER HAD TAKEN PICTURES TO DOCUMENT CLAIM OF UNSATIS- 
FACTORY CONDITIONS THERE. END FYI. 

3. DIRECTOR SAID THAT HE WAS CONFIDENT THAT TRIAL WOULD BE 
HELD SHORTLY SINCE "EVERYONE (AMONG HIGH-LEVEL MALAGASY AUTH- 
ORITIES UNDERSTOOD) IS AWARE OF IMPORTANCE OF CASE". HE COMM 
ENTED THAT GOMR RECEIVES LETTERS EVERY DAY ON SUBJECT FROM CALIF. 
CONVERSATION BROUGHT TO END WITH DIRECTOR PROMISING TO LOOK IN- 
TO (A) SCHEDULING OF TRIAL AND (B) ATTENDANCE OF OUTSIDERS AT 
EXAMINING SESSION WHEN DIP NOTE SAID SUCH SESSIONS WERE NOT 
PUBLIC. 

4. FYI: WE HAVE CONSIDERED HAVING CONSOFF MAKE ATTEMPT WALK IN- 
TO EXAMINING SESSION MUCH AS JAFFEE AND REPPAS' FRIENDS MAOUNIS 

AND PAPADOPOULOS DID EARLIER IN WEEK. HOWEVER, HAVE DECIDED THAT 
SUCH ATTEMPT, IF DISCOVERED AND OPPOSED, MIGHT POSSIBLY JEOP 
ARDIZE EMBASSY'S FUTURE LEVERAGE AND, ON BALANCE, HAVE DECIDED 
AGAINST SUCH ACTION. END FYI. 

5. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS FROM KOPLIN, WHOM JAFFEE INTERVIEWED, 

THAT JAFFEE IS DISSATISFIED WITH DISCUSSIONS WITH EMBOFFS. 
THROUGHOUT DISCUSSIONS, JAFFEE ATTEMPTED TO GET EMBOFFS TO JUDGE 
SUBSTANCE OF AGM INVESTMENT AND MANAGEMENT AND REPPAS INVOLV- 
EMENT. THIS, EMBOFFS CONSISTENTLY REFUSED TO DO, LIMITING THEIR 
REMARKS TO EMB EFFORTS TO ASSURE REPPAS NOT RECEIVING INEQUIT 
ABLE TREATMENT AND TO EMB ATTEMPTS ASSURE LEGAL PROCEDURES MOVE 
FORWARD OR REPPAS GIVEN PROVISIONAL RELEASE. JAFFEE STATED 

THAT NORMALLY HE DID NOT WRITE ARTICLES WHICH COULD LEAD TO 
AMERICAN STAYING IN JAIL LONGER THAN MIGHT OTHERWISE BE THE 
CASE. HOWEVER, REPPAS HAD REQUESTED NEWSWEEK COVERAGE, HE 
SAID, AND HE, JAFFEE, DID NOT, THEREFORE, FEEL ANY OBLIGATION 
TO HOLD BACK ON INFO WHICH MIGHT CONTRIBUTE TO HEAVIER PRISON 
SENTENCE. EMBOFF POINTED OUT THAT EMBASSY DOES NOT RPT NOT 
HAVE SIMILAR ROLE AND, THEREFORE, DOES NOT WISH TO VENTURE 
INFO TO PRESS WHICH COULD PREJUDICE REPPAS CASE IN ANY WAY. 
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